COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL     
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE INN COLWINSTON ON TUESDAY NOVEMBER 10th 2015 AT 7.30pm
1. ATTENDANCE

Cllrs:     

 G Bates (Chair)

                                    Mrs C Roach 

 Mrs H Maclehose
 T Cook

Others:                 
Joanna Howell (Clerk) and County Cllr R Thomas 
Apologies:       
Cllrs E.H. Lewis, Bellin, and Kennard 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  

· None
3. CONSIDERATION OF POLICE MATTERS 
-
The Clerk had been provided with the latest crime figures showing there had been one crime in the region, with the theft of fuel and an engine from a farm vehicle.   
-
The Clerk reminded the Council of the details of the new PCSO. 

· CC Thomas reported that the issue of the speeding control vehicle parked at the Chinese restaurant which was restricting vision had been raised at the Community Liaison Meeting. The Police Inspector present had said he would deal with the matter but that the vehicle was not part of the police but a safety unit. ACTION – Clerk to identify appropriate unit and write a complaint letter. 
4. CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
· County Cllr Thomas had nothing specific to report. 
5. Discussion re working with Redrow

· The Chair updated the Council that Redrow representatives including the site manager were unable to attend this meeting but would be attending the December meeting.  They would like to know about any questions /issues in advance if possible, so Clerk to collate.   
· ACTION - All Councillors to forward on to Clerk any issues they hear about.  
· ACTION – Clerk to collate issues/questions and forward on in advance to Redrow. 

6. PLANNING – 
2015/01216/FUL – Coed Marsaranen Road, Colwinston – Erection of a motor control centre
· The Chair explained that this was a relatively small control box which would sit on top of the proposed new underground pumping station to be built.  Cllr Bates went on to explain that the existing pumping station would be demolished but that the current deodorising tank will remain. The neighbouring resident had enquired about getting a smaller tank in replacement and moving this nearer to the hedge to be less of an eye sore.  The Council agreed that this was a good suggestion.  It was also thought important that the works be done taking into account the animals grazing in the field.
· ACTION Clerk to comment on the planning application regarding the deodorising tank and grazing animals. 
· The Chair explained that concerns were brought up regarding the land owned by Pritchard Estate and Mr Rob Thomas behind the properties of Carlton Croft etc. The new sewage pipe will go through this land and the owners wanted to bring to the Council’s attention the issue of the overflow at the Llysworney pumping station.  They were concerned that the new pipe would result in much greater overflow from that pumping station into the nearby brook where his cattle drink from.  
· After a short discussion the Clerk was asked if she could contact Natural Resources Wales and under the freedom of information act ask if the Welsh Water have a licence for Llysworney pumping station regarding the overflow, whether this Council could have a copy of this licence and could they confirm how often the pumping station overflows. 

· ACTION – Clerk to contact Natural Resources Wales for the information.

· ACTION – Chair to speak to Chair of Llandow Community Council, Cllr Colin Cornelius regarding this.  

7. PUBLIC SESSION AND MATTERS ARISING
· The member of the public present wished to report that the bench at Maes y Bryn had collapsed.  The Chair felt that there would shortly be a new bench on the village green and so that bench could then be moved to Maes y Bryn.  It was agreed that the matter be deferred to the next meeting until it was known about the village green bench. 
· The member of the public also reported that there seemed to be a lot more dog fouling especially on the verge at the turning from the A48.  The Council agreed with this.

ACTION – Clerk to report to VoG
8. MINUTES OF THE  PREVIOUS MEETING
· The minutes of the ordinary meeting, which took place on Tuesday 15th October 2015, had been previously circulated by the Clerk. It was proposed by Councillor Maclehose and seconded by Councillor Roach that the minutes be accepted. The Minutes were then signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman and the Clerk. These will be placed on the website in due course. A hard copy will be available if requested. 
9. MATTERS ARISING 
Planning application Ridgebrook (9.3)

· CC Thomas confirmed he had also objected to this application.  No planning decision had yet been made. 
Defibrillator Training (12.2)

· Cllr Roach reported that she had been given two Friday’s in February as possible dates for training.  After a short discussion, Cllr Roach agreed to query whether the training could be done on a weekend or about 5pm on a Friday so more people would be free to attend.
ACTION – Cllr Roach to confirm dates
Framing of work completed by Cllr Bellin (12.3)
· ACTION – Chair to complete hanging of the work.
Village Commemorative Book (12.7)
· Cllr Maclehose confirmed she had received a number of photos but not many, so asked everyone to respond.  
· Clearance of Gullies (12.8)

The Chair confirmed that the gully at Ty Draw had been cleared, but this work needed to be carried on down to the pumping station.

ACTION – Clerk to contact VoG and request additional work. 

Clearance of Footpath (12.9)
· Clerk confirmed that the VoG had agreed to investigate work needed for the clearance of the footpath and the fixing of the fencing. 
ACTION – Clerk to ask for an update
Reshaping Agenda (14.2)

· The Clerk confirmed that a letter had been sent to the VoG Council leader regarding this Council’s response to the reshaping agenda. 

· War Memorial and Remembrance Sunday service (14.3)

The Chair confirmed the work had been completed on the memorial.  He continued that the Remembrance Sunday service was well attended and that he had paid £20 to the Cornet player. 

Cllr Maclehose proposed that the Chair be reimbursed for the £20 payment; this was seconded by Cllr Cook and agreed by all.  

ACTION Chair to provide Clerk with last invoice relating to memorial works.

10. CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk reported that she had received the following correspondence -
04/11/15
Email from OVW survey on Grant revenue

04/11/15
Email from Cllr Cook re Report from OVW meeting

04/11/15
Email from OVW re Guidance on Pensions

04/11/15
Email from OVW re Ramblers Association

03/11/15
Email from OVW re The Ombudsman Casebook Issue 2

30/10/15
Email discussion re Welsh Water attending Council meeting

29/10/15
Email from OVW re newsletter for TCC’s 

29/10/15
Email from Cllr Lewis to Jane Hutt re Upgrade of Sewage Line

28/10/15
Email from Rachel Selden re update on Redrow complaint re mess

25/10/15
Email passed on by Cllr Lewis re Welsh Water and Darren Farm development

24/10/15
Email from VoG re inclusion of costs for 2017 Community Council elections in 2016/17 precept.

23/10/15
Email with New PCSO details

21/10/15
Email from VoG re Update on reshaping services 

21/10/15
Email from VoG confirming that Enforcement Officer has been assigned to Ruthin Chapel 

21/10/15
Email from VoG re Voluntary Services

21/10/15
Email from VoG re Community Liaison meeting presentations

20/10/15
Email acknowledgment from drainage department re clearance of gullies

20/10/15
Email from VoG Housing instructing housing officer to look into complaints about land at the rear of Twyn yr Eglwys

13/10/15
Email from OVW re Groundworks funding 

13/10/15
Email from OVW re Grow Wild Community Funding Project

08/10/15
Email from VoG Council re South Wales Age Friendly Community Event 

08/10/15
Email from OVW re NRM Bulletin 

08/10/15
Email from OVW re Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Draft Annual Report

The Chair drew the Council’s attention to the email from Cllr Lewis on 25/10 regarding the communication from Welsh Water about the Darren Farm development.  After a short discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should write to the VoG asking if there should be a delay in connecting the Redrow houses until March 2018 when the sewage works referred to in the Welsh Water letter would be completed, and reminding the VoG about their planning conditions on sewage remedial works being completed. 
ACTION Clerk to contact VoG Council regarding these queries

Finance Report-
Funds as of 05/11/15 £3,913 (cashbook)

Recent Receipts and Payments 

Payments

13/10/2015
Keith Millward- work on monument
£260

Receipts 

None

All payments were approved and cheques signed by two signatories.  It was agreed by the Council to close the savings account as there was very little in it and it provided minimal interest.   A letter to the bank regarding this was signed by Cllrs Bates and Maclehose. 
11. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
· Report by Cllr Lewis re Councillors expenses – deferred to the December meeting due to Cllr Lewis’ absence. 

· Report by Cllr Bellin re Community Liaison meeting – Cllr Bellin had issued a written report given his absence at this meeting.  No queries were arising from this. 

· Cllr Cook wished to raise the safety risk of the situation of the ‘green box’ that had been placed adjacent to the school.  What used to be a reasonably wide grass verge has been reduced to a narrow gap that is level with, and not separated from, the road. The concern is that children will be forced to walk very close to cars that are pulling in or out during pick up times, or may even find the way blocked and be forced out onto the road.  After a short discussion it was agreed that this definitely needed reporting. 
· Cllr Maclehose also raised the point of the rubble that had been left at the southern end of the land at the junction box.  The rubble had been covered in earth but with no grass seeds and the current weather conditions this was likely to be washed away.

· ACTION Clerk to contact Western Power and request they come out at school drop off/pick up time to observe the problems this was causing and see what solution they can come up with.   Also to report back the issues with the rubble. 

· Cllr Bates wished to refer the Council to an email he had received from Mr Peter Graham-Woollard.  The email was concerned with the issue of Road Safety at the intersection between Maes Y Bryn and the Redrow building site. 
· Being on an obstructed narrow bend adjacent to an often very busy School entrance and opposite the partially blind exit from the Village Hall Mr Graham –Woollard is of the view that very specific design modifications will be necessary in order to prevent this become a serious road traffic accident black spot.  Moreover 20 MPH and parking restrictions will not be the answer, merely a serious inconvenience to legitimate access to the Development, the School and Village Hall.  After a short discussion it was agreed that the Council agree with this concerns and they should be reported to the VoG Highways department.
· ACTION – Clerk to report to VoG Highways department.

-
Cllr Bates wished to also raise the matter of Christmas grants.  The Clerk confirmed she had not heard yet whether any Christmas grants would be available this year.  Cllr Bates stated that last year two large trees were purchased for the village for £120.  Cllr Roach proposed that even if the Christmas grant was not available this year, the Community Council pay for Christmas Trees, this was seconded by Cllr Cook and agreed by all. 

It was RESOLVED that the Community Council fund the purchase of two Christmas trees for the village. 

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

· The next meeting of the Community Council will take place on Tuesday December 8th 2015 at 19.30pm in the Sycamore Tree Inn.  The meeting was closed at 8.50pm
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DATE…………………………………………………………………….

SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL

 DATE……………………………………………………………………
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